inust not suffice us, nor must we allow owselves to soar into the
realm of theory, philosophizing about the goodness or badness of
human nature. What is needed here is a practical demonstration,
Now if we come a little nearer to the actual facts of the reactions
of a naughty child, we note above all his acts of self-defence, He
defends himsolf from the adult when the latter wtats to help him
or to do something for him* The invariable protest of the child
is" No 1 No 11 want to do it myself,"

Another thing we shall see is how he wants to touch every-
thing (especially the things he sees used by the adult) and the
distress and weeping that ensues when he is thwarted '

The reactions of a child refusing help are certainly unreasonable
inasmuch as he cannot act for himself, but they indicate that he
is groping after what he will achieve later on* What he cannot
yet do he is preparing to do,

Such a period of preparation exists in relation to every function
of life, The long period of babbling is in no sense speech or actual,
serviceable language; it is the preparation, the formative exercise,
preceding it, Before teeth are " out", as we say, and can bite, they
are all there preparing; this, too, is a formative period* No ettplana1
tion is needed to convince us how important the periods of formation
are; without them we should have no perfect speech and teeth
would be imperfect; the work of elaboration by which future
perfection is being actually carried on during these periods of
formation,

Motor actions, in which there is such complexity of co-ordina-
tion of the voluntary muscles, and such close connection with the
powers of reasoning, must have, too, their formative period, During
this period there is not yet the power of executing the actions
that are being prepared, It is because he wants to try for himself
and to get experience that the child wards of assistance in taking
things he is desirous of using and powerless to employ iii
action, He cannot as yet achieve anything of the kind unaided;
he is passing through the difficult stage of would-bufrl-cannot

Marvellous, astounding is the instinct which guides the child
to future achievements leading him on, not by processes of reasoning,
but by the spur of immediate utility, and which renders him the
unflinching resistor of all that the world can do to frustrate hid
efforts,

How clearly this shows us that there are inner guides, sensitivfe
periods, by which the constmtive development of man is guided
and fostered in the child I